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Ancient Indians recognised that true social harmony
is possible only when every member in the society
has ample opportunities of self-development. The
system of caste which was always elastic and flexible
was guided by this attitude of the Hindu mind. It is
not birth but3 as the Gita says3 his action and spiritual
attainment that determine man's position in society
to which every member of any caste5 be he a Brahmin
or a Shudra, is equally important. It is real worth
that matters. In the ancient literature of the Hindus
there are many examples of great saints and sages
being born of low and unknown parentage. Even
young men of doubtful antecedents were admitted to
instruction by great sages simply on the ground of
their personal nobility and earnest seeking for know-
ledge. Satyakama's cannot certainly be a solitary
example. The strength and cohesion of the Hindu
society lay in this catholic outlook which largely
prevented division of the people into hostile factions,
as well as any series of internecine wars3 which have
disgraced many countries. With the advent of for-
eigners into India, the process of racial chemistry
began to be active again and in the first few centuries
of the present era we find that the Hunas, Shakas
and Pallavas were being absorbed into the Hindu
social structure; and for their valour and devotion to
Aryan ideals they were accepted by the Brahmins as
Kshatriyas and given equal status in the society.
Caste did not stand in the way of this notable racial
assimilation, but helped it by recognising the intrinsic